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A Note from Board Vice President, Mark Laubacher
We value your contribution to BEDS Plus
mission and I invite you to become more
involved. My participation with BEDS
Plus started as a financial supporter, then
volunteering at an overnight shelter one
night a month. Two years ago, I joined the
board of directors. It’s been rewarding to
become more fully engaged in BEDS Plus
and the multiple methods utilized to help
vulnerable people secure and retain their
housing. It takes an informed strategy,
dedicated staff and volunteers, patience
and a reliable stream of financial support.
Thanks to supporters such as you, BEDS
Plus completed a landmark 2016-2017
program year, with two pivotal and farreaching extensions of our mission to help
vulnerable individuals stabilize their lives
through housing and supportive services.
In May 2017, BEDS Plus realized an
aspiration nurtured for ten years as
construction began on our permanent
supportive housing site at 9601 Ogden
Avenue in La Grange. This building will
become home for 20 individuals living
in chronic homelessness and consolidate
our offices currently split between two
churches in La Grange. We believe the
answer to homelessness is a home. This
expansion is a directly rooted in such
belief. We are grateful for the scores of
persons and organizations who supported
the progression of this major undertaking
from vision to reality. We extend special
gratitude to the Community Memorial
Foundation, the Arthur Foundation, the

Mark Morton Memorial Foundation and
many individuals for their generous gifts to
our capital campaign.
During September 2016, BEDS Plus
expanded the geographic breadth of
our mission by partnering with South
Suburban PADS to assist a group of
eleven churches that for years have been
operating an overnight shelter network in
Worth and Palos Townships. BEDS Plus
was sought out as a reliable partner who
could provide know-how in coordinating
shelter operations and client counseling. In
September 2017, BEDS will assume full
responsibility of the south shelter network.
Thanks in part to the generous support
of the Bank of America Foundation,
the Raskob Foundation and many other
individual private donors, we have hired
additional staff and opened a second
daytime support center for the south
network operations.
The landmark year just completed, sets
much of the agenda for our year ahead.
Our leadership will focus on the startup
of the 20 new apartments at 9601 Ogden
and will increase the support at our new
south network. Our leadership is also
updating our strategic plan which will
consider methods to sustain and grow our
funding and mission.
I invite you to continue your support,
especially during these expansions that are
advancing the BEDS Plus mission. Your
time, talent and financial support truly

“BEDS Plus has completed
two pivotal and far-reaching
extensions of it’s mission,
expanding the depth and breadth
of its services.”
– Mark Laubacher
makes a difference. As a donor, volunteer
and board member, I attest to the efficient
operations and genuine care invested
in assisting each client to stabilize their
lives. I encourage you to increase your
participation – volunteer at a shelter, come
to our events or learn more about BEDS
by joining one of our committees as a
community member.
Sincerely,
Mark Laubacher
Vice President
BEDS Plus Board of Directors

Our mission is to helpvulnerable individuals stabilize their lives through housing
and supportive services.

Ogden Avenue Supportive Housing
After more than a decade of effort, construction finally commenced on the Ogden
Avenue Supportive Housing Development
at 9601 Ogden Avenue in La Grange. This
project was made possible through the
mighty efforts of hundreds of community
advocates, loyal supporters and teams
of experts willing to advise the agency
through all the necessary steps. Many
thanks to you, our generous network volunteers, donors and friends.
We are grateful to long-time Executive
Director, Molly Salisbury and former
board member, Larry Pusateri for their
persistent vision in this effort. We would
like to acknowledge our financing partners, the Illinois Development Housing
Authority, Cook County Department of
Economic Development and the Federal
Home Loan Bank. This development
would not have come to fruition without
Rich Hillsman, a long-time supporter and
board member, who led a capital campaign
that raised $1.3 million dollars in private
support including major gifts from the Arthur Foundation, Community Memorial
Foundation, First Congregational Church,
of Western Springs, First Presbyterian
Church of La Grange, Tom and Vicki Hill,

Richard and Linda Hillsman, Murray and
Diane Johnson, Pete and Trish Eckardt,
Mark and Martha Laubaucher, The Mark
Morton Memorial Fund, Issa and Peggy
Muasher, The Speiser Family Foundation,
St. John of the Cross Parish, TNT Foundation, Greg & Wendy Vichick and many
other supporters who made donations
which allowed us to start construction.
Although the efforts were delayed due to a
legal battle, BEDS Plus was very fortunate
to have the pro-bono support of expert
legal services from Katten Muchin Rosenman and the Chicago-based US Attorney’s
office. We would like to thank the good
people at FNBC Bank & Trust for serving
as our local bank partner.
Now that the construction has begun, we
are relying on the professionals from WT
Engineering, SHED studios and Skender
Construction to guide us through the
construction process. Special thanks to the
James Hardie Company, Johnson Flooring, American Standard and LifeStorage for donating material to help off-set
construction costs and to Second Baptist
Church of La Grange sharing their space
for our weekly construction team meetings.
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If all stays on track, construction should
be completed before the end of winter and
BEDS will move 20 clients and administrative offices currently located at two La
Grange-area churches to the building. If
you would like more information about
the development or would like to help
us fund final costs such as unit furniture,
landscaping or office equipment, please
contact Executive Director, Tina Rounds
at 708-354-0858 ext. 5 or rounds@bedsplus.org.
The Ogden Avenue Supportive Housing
will enrich and change lives in our community. Thank you for your support and
believing in BEDS Plus.

Emergency Overnight Shelter Program
As we enter into the 30th year of the
emergency overnight shelter program, it’s
a good time to recognize the tremendous
efforts of so many in making this program
a success for the last three decades. Starting with a group of committed citizen
and faith leaders, this program has helped
thousands of individuals find respite
through a very difficult time in their lives.
Over the last two years, we’ve changed a
few components in order to better serve
our clients and create balance in the community.
First, we’ve made a considerable effort to
diversify our service delivery and add new
sites in more communities. La Grange
will always be home, but we welcome new
shelter locations in Brookfield, La Grange
Park and Lyons. We are delighted to welcome St. Hugh Parish and St. Michael Lu-

theran Church to our shelter locations in
the La Grange area and acknowledge the
sites leaving our rotation this year – Emmanuel Episcopal Church in La Grange
and Brainard Avenue Baptist Church.
Second, thanks to new and long standing
faith community partners, BEDS Plus
has now successfully completed its second
year of summer shelter. This program is
a small-scale transitional program that
helps sustain contact with those clients
who need it most. Clients are selected
based on their vulnerability and families
with children are prioritized. Over the
last year, we’ve assisted about 20 individuals per night for up to 10 weeks over the
summer. Thank you to our volunteers,
Americorp members and summer interns
who made this program a reality over the
last two years.

Last year, we partnered with South Suburban PADS to support a shelter system
located in Worth and Palos Townships.
BEDS Plus opened a small daytime
support center at St. Mark Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Worth and supported more than 200 clients utilizing this
church shelter system. As of August 1st,
BEDS Plus will fully assume responsibility for the program as South Suburban
PADS moves to focus on communities
with the highest incident rate of homeless
including Thornton Township. We now
have more than four hundred volunteers
and three dedicated staff working in partnership with our eleven church partners.
Welcome to BEDS Plus!

LTHS Students Make
a Difference!
This past year, BEDS has been working
with the Lyons Township High School
Transition Students and Food Donation
Connections - Harvest Program in a very
rewarding endeavor. The program encourages local stores to donate their surplus
food to local, non-profit organizations
that feed those in need. Participating
restaurants include: Starbucks of Western
Springs, La Grange and Countryside,
Chipotle of Countryside and McDonalds
of Countryside.
The Transitions Program works with special needs students in developing job skills
and employment at the continuing education program at Lyons Township High
School. Pickups are conducted by the
students at our designated locations one
to three times per week. They are responsible for picking up and dropping off the
items at the support center, keeping them
at prescribed temperatures and reporting
inventory donations back to Food Dona-

Three Great Ways to
Support BEDS Plus

tion Connection. The Transitions Program
students of Lyons Township High School
are a valuable and essential resource in our
ability to conduct this program.
The food is used at the support center by
clients at our west and south locations as
well as distributed to housed clients in
need.
This has been a very rewarding program
for all involved: food isn’t wasted, students
are learning job skills and those in need receive food supplies. BEDS is very happy to
be working with our local restaurants and
Lyons Township High School to provide
some valuable basic needs to our clients.

Meet Jessie and Anna

50% of sales benefit BEDS Plus
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S PL

AND BREAD EVENT

6th Annual Soup & Bread Event
January 28, 2018
$25 per person
Holiday Inn William Tell Banquets
6201 Joliet Road, Countryside
Join us for this cozy, family friendly
gathering featuring live music, craft beer
and great local food. Proceeds will benefit
BEDS Plus shelter and safety net services

Jessie, a veteran, was interviewed the day
he moved into his new apartment by Mario
Avila, his case manager.

What’s good in your life now?
I’m happy to have a roof over my head.
BEDS helped us with finding a home and
furniture for our new apartment. They
helped me obtain veteran benefits and are

5801 S. La Grange, Countryside and
6230 W. 95th Street, Oak Lawn

BED

There’s No Place Like
the Comfort of a Home

What are the circumstances that led to
your homelessness?
Four and a half years ago, I was shopping
with my wife when I was hit by a drunk
driver while crossing the street. It was a hit
and run. I was in the hospital for 8 months
with broken legs and ribs. When I finally
returned home, I was informed I lost my
job. The company I worked for would not
hold my position for me after being gone
for 14 months. Soon after, we lost our
home to foreclosure. We were on the street
for 2 months before we knew there was
any kind of shelter available. A friend told
us about the shelter where we stayed for
four years.

Eat for Change
Chipotle Fundraising Event
November 6, 2017

helping me find a job. I’m finally seeing a
dentist who will help me with my teeth.
Where do you see yourself in the next 5
years?
Well, I’m not moving anywhere. I like my
one bedroom apartment because it has
connections to public transportation. I can
take the bus wherever I need to go. I hope
to have a job soon. I’m going to be working so I can take care of my wife. I’d like to
get a little bit of savings. Maybe some day
I can afford another house.
Anything you else you would like to add?
Give BEDS a chance. They will help you
as much as they can. I am so grateful to
the staff for helping us find a home.

1st Annual Rent Party
Saturday, May 19, 2018
$125 per person
Katherine Legge Memorial Lodge
5901 S. Countyline Road, Hinsdale
Join us for cool jazz and cocktails at the
hottest ticket in town. Proceeds will benefit
BEDS Plus housing assistance programs
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Program Impact
Your support makes a difference. In FY17
we provided:
• $212,308 in financial assistance to
clients for housing, employment or
medical assistance
• 26,000 meals

“We really enjoy
getting to know the
clients and watch their
progress through
the BEDS program.
It's very rewarding
to be a part of such a
helpful, compassionate
and necessary local
organization.”
Beth Colby Myburgh
& Donna Kralovec
Thursday Night Site Leaders
Volunteers since 2003 and 2010

• 11,582 nights of shelter*
• 942 clients with services from BEDS
Plus including 285 children
• 272 clients with housing assistance &
placement
*Number of individuals who were sheltered by
the number of nights they received shelter

Stay in touch with us all year!
Like us on Facebook
Sign up for our monthly email newsletter via the Contact Us page at www.beds-plus.org.

