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ANNUAL NEWSLETTER
BEDS Plus Care helps vulnerable individuals in Southwest Suburban Cook
County stabilize their lives through housing and supportive services.

Maiele’s “Home for the Holidays”
really
“ BEDS
helped me find
the stability
and structure I
needed.
— Maiele

”

Watch Maiele’s story online at www.beds-plus.org/news-resources/newsletters

Maiele came to BEDS as a young
mother expecting her second child.
She entered our Transition Aged
Youth program, which provides
up to four years of housing, case
management, and supportive
services for 18 to 24 year olds
experiencing homelessness. She
still remembers the kindness of
the volunteers who helped carry
in her furniture and stocked the
apartment with necessities from
shower curtains to dish soap. She
laughs, “I was pregnant, but I feel
like they would have helped even if
I wasn’t.”
She describes how “BEDS really
helped me find the stability and
structure I needed.” We assisted

her in regaining documents like
her social security card, registering
her older child for school, and
finding transportation to doctor
appointments. BEDS connected
Maiele to childcare for her two
daughters. As her girls grow,
Maiele’s committed to showing
them that “you don’t have to bump
your head 1,000 times to get it
right.” She is focused on building
upon the stability she has found:
“I don’t want to feel like I’m going
from check to check anymore.
I want to get my G.E.D., go on
to college, buy a car, and find a
home.” One day, she hopes to “be
able give to others like BEDS has
given to me.”

Transitional Aged
Youth Statistic
One in ten young adults
between the ages of 18 and 25
experience homelessness, with
unmarried parenting youth
like Maiele being three times
more likely than their peers to
lose their housing. BEDS Plus
partners with Housing Forward,
New Moms, Youth Outreach
Services and African American
Christian Foundation to provide
housing and supportive services
through a Youth Homeless
Demonstration Project for
Suburban Cook County funded
by HUD.
Out of Total Clients Served

215

Transitional Aged
Youth 18-24
Years Old

2,802
Clients
Served FY 2021

PROGRAM UPDATES

Supportive Services
Creates a Second Chance
Tammy was referred to BEDS Plus when she fell behind on rent
last year. Income from her part-time job did not cover monthly
expenses, and she found it difficult to find a higher paying job
due to prior justice system involvement. She qualified for our
Justice Advisory Council of Cook County-funded transitional
housing program that offers rental assistance and supportive
services to those who have a prior criminal conviction or spent
time incarcerated.
Tammy took full advantage of the supportive services and
met one-on-one each week with her case manager. She worked
with the agency’s employment specialist and found a new,
full-time position in customer service working from home. She
is on track to accomplish all the goals set out at the beginning of
the program and to break free from her past mistakes. Thanks to
BEDS, Tammy has a second chance.

Rental Assistance
Offers a Lifeline
of Hope
The negative and often devastating
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic
have affected all of us, particularly
those who were already living
with challenging or disadvantaged
circumstances. Homelessness
Prevention and Stabilization staff
guided individuals and families
facing eviction through the process
Stabilization Services
of securing rental assistance. Since
Director Joan Boblick
March 2020, BEDS Plus assisted over
with Douglas
1,000 people by providing or helping
households secure nearly a million
dollars in rental assistance. Douglas and his son Ty are such clients.

Eviction and
Stabilization Services
Since the beginning of the pandemic,
BEDS Plus has been responsible for
facilitating nearly $1 million dollars of
support for over 1,000 households in the
south and west suburban communities.
BEDS Plus has been at the front line
of the eviction moratorium and rental
market support in our community
thanks to federal, state, county, and
municipal partnerships. Our prevention
team has grown to seven multi-lingual
professionals who work with clients to
navigate the complex process of securing
utility or rental assistance.

Douglas came to our office in tears after his wife passed away. He
was in a panic with nowhere else to turn. He had quit his job to
care for his wife and his fifth-grade son who was e-learning due
to the pandemic. Doug secured rental assistance from the Illinois
Rental Repayment Program with help from the BEDS Prevention
team. The program paid all rental arrears, as well as up to three
months of potential rent. Government assistance programs
represented a critical part of the state pandemic response, and
BEDS Plus provided a vital link for community members like Doug.
After several weeks passed, Stabilization Services Director Joann
Boblick was called to the front desk by an unexpected visitor.
Douglas popped in for a surprise visit with his son who recently
had returned to an in-person classroom. Douglas introduced
Joann to his son noting “this is the lady I was telling you about,”
which immediately prompted an enthusiastic embrace by the
child and tears in acknowledgment of this difficult time we are
all experiencing.

Donate at
beds-plus.org/donate

Reimagining Shelter
Linda Sokol Francis Summit Service Center

Summit Service Center
Donor Spotlight:
Murray and Diana Johnson

As the COVID-19 pandemic and its effects continue, unfortunately
we are unable to offer the congregate emergency shelter that
we’ve coordinated in partnership with local faith communities
since 1988. This unexpected interruption of service has prompted
a region-wide reconsideration of delivering emergency shelter
and crisis housing to the homeless.
Thanks to the infusion of support from public and private
sources, BEDS Plus has devised a plan which reimagines shelter
and diversifies our response. That response includes diverting
people from the shelter system through immediate support at
intake; a robust street outreach effort; short-term motel stays;
and specialized programs for families, transition aged youth, and
the medically vulnerable. This reimagined system will support
and complement our long-standing rotating congregate shelter at
our faith communities once the pandemic is behind us.
The anchor of our system will be a $3 million dollar medical
respite program in Summit, the Linda Sokol Francis Summit
Service Center, thanks to a partnership with the Cook County
Department of Economic Development and the generosity of our
capital campaign donors. The Center will open in early Summer
2022. Visit our website for a full explanation of our program and
consider donating to help us close out our capital campaign
this winter.

Murray and Diana Johnson have
generously donated to BEDS over the past
four years, including a Leadership Circle
gift to the Linda Sokol Francis Summit
Service Center Campaign. Twenty-year
residents of La Grange, they moved to the
area when they recognized it was a special
community, especially because of how
it supported those in need. They
discovered BEDS shelter program and
donated food, worked on meal teams, and
volunteered overnight.
When the COVID-19 pandemic emerged,
they “learned financial support was
needed the most during these difficult
times.” The pair ask, “many are very
blessed to have the love and support
of family and friends and the financial
strength to not have to worry about our
next meal or not having a place to sleep
at night. When we see homelessness or
hunger, we agree something should be
done, but we assume that someone is
taking care of it. But who exactly is that?”
“It’s us. We believe in BEDS mission and its
staff and volunteers’ work to provide our
neighbors with a safe and caring place to
rest when times are difficult. We hope that
you’ll join us in supporting Beds Plus.”

New and increased donations to the Linda Sokol Francis
Summit Service Center Capital Campaign will be matched
100% by an anonymous donor.
Service Center Features
24-beds in semiprivate sleeping rooms with two dedicated
hospital discharge/quarantine single-bed rooms.
Showers, locker storage, laundry facilities, dining room,
activity room.
Wrap-around services including intensive case
management.
Onsite access to medical clinic with nursing and
behavior health services provided by AMITA Health
Southwest and Pillars Community Health.

“

We believe in BEDS mission
and its staff and volunteers’
work to provide our neighbors
with a safe and caring place to
rest when times are difficult.
— Murray and Diana Johnson
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A Message From Our
Executive Director
Thank you for your unwavering
commitment to the community. I
deeply appreciate your continued
support of the BEDS Plus mission
during this time of uncertainty and
change. You are foundational to
our ability to innovate and make
investments that will improve the
safety net in our community.
BEDS Plus has been at the front line of response during
the pandemic as an important access point for housing,
financial resources, and other critical supportive services for
the homeless and those at imminent risk of homelessness.
Although the seismic changes occurring with the sector have
been difficult to navigate, your support gave us the flexibility to
meet the demand of the pandemic response.
We are committed to serving the most vulnerable people
in our community and working every day to strengthen the
way we deliver our services so that we might move closer to
ending homelessness in our community. Together, we make a
difference every day.
Thank you for your partnership in this important work.
Gratefully, Tina Rounds

Fiscal Year 2021
Program Highlights
2,800+ Clients
served

$650,000
Prevention Funds
directly expended

3,500 Pounds of Food
rescued each month

391 Clients Served
in motel-based shelter
(550 during COVID
response)

90% Exited Our Program
to a permanent or stable
temporary destination

$1.2M New Housing
program dollars

